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ALBANY HARBOUR - MUNITIONS 

251. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure:  
Can the minister advise the house of the federal government’s latest tactic in trying to avoid responsibility for 
paying for the clean-up of bombs in Albany harbour?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
This is one of the great scandals of federal-state relations.  Members will be aware that, in the first instance, the 
federal government attempted to claim that they were not its bombs; that they might have been Japanese or 
German bombs, or maybe they were even old Russian bombs that had been left behind.  We are pleased to report 
that, after some four or five years, the commonwealth has now conceded that these are Australian bombs, and 
that the commonwealth has responsibility for them.  This legal process is taking on absolutely farcical 
proportions.  As we know, the commonwealth subpoenaed 17 different government agencies, including the 
Public Transport Authority, to produce documents about the Albany bombs matter.  It is absolutely unbelievable.  
While quite clearly acknowledging that they are the commonwealth’s bombs, the commonwealth’s next line of 
argument is that it wants an assurance from the state government that some other agency will not sue the 
commonwealth if it settles with the Albany Port Authority.  We gave those assurances; we said that any deal 
done with the Albany Port Authority would bind the entire state.  Now the commonwealth has said that this is 
now an action by the state government and should go to the High Court.  We now have to start the whole process 
again.  We will not have these wasteful disputes on jurisdictional issues; we will go to the High Court and start 
the whole process again.  In the meantime, the commonwealth has spent $3 million resisting its very clear 
obligation.  I find it interesting to note that the case that has been launched by the federal government is being 
prosecuted by a former federal Attorney-General.  It is absolutely outrageous that the commonwealth is putting 
the state government and the port of Albany through these hoops when it quite clearly has the responsibility.  
 


